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I- READING COMPREHENSION (15 marks)
THE TEXT

I -The oldest of five children, Alfredo began work aged five, pumping petrol at his father’s
garage. It was hard work, but Alfredo didn’t mind. "My father kept telling me, ‘You want to be like me?
Just never go to school.” And I was not going to follow the same path.” At 18, Alfredo qualified for an
accelerated program that prepared students for jobs as primary school teachers. Each morning, he rose at
4.30 a.m. to go to school . As there was no bus home in the afternoon, he hitchhiked or walked in the
blistering heat. Shortly after, he decided to leave Mexico in search of better options in the U.S.A.

2 - On his arrival, he made a living picking tomatoes with other illegal immigrants. "I ate what 1 was
picking," he said. "l wore the same pair of jeans the whole year. But sometimes you have to be willing to
take a risk.” He had saved almost all of his meagre pay and took a job later in a railway yard so he could
attend might school and continue learning English. Alfredo switched to the night shift and began full-
time studies in Science and Maths. To make ends meet, he also tutored other students.

3 - After graduating with a foundation degree, Alfredo was accepted by the University of California
and became a teacher’s assistant in three departments. Then he got a good chance of getting into
Harvard Medical School in 1994. After graduating, Alfredo became a US citizen and continued his
training, in neurosurgery, at the University of California. It was an exciting but daunting prospect.
Could an illegal Mexican farm worker become a brain surgeon? It didn’t seem possible.

4- Although Dr Alfredo is a relatively young docter, his colleagues are impressed. Not only is he a
talented and conscientious surgeon, but he’s also very sensitive to the needs of patients. “I think my
background allows me to interact with my patients in a more humanistic way,” Alfredo said . “When
they're scared, I’'m one of them. I'm just lucky that patients allow me to touch their brains, their lives.”

Adapted from www.reagersdigest.com.au
September 8, 2010
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ANGLAIS (SECTION LETTRES)

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Tick ( v') the right alternative. (1 mark)

The text 1s mainly about an illegal immigrant who :
a- accidentally completed his studies. ()
b- enthusiastically accomplished his goals. ()
¢- disappointingly gave up his fight. ()

2. Complete the following summary with 4 words from paragraphs 1,2 and 3. {4 marks)

Driven to have a better life than the one he had in ................ NS , Alfredo went to the USA
where hegared 8 .oaasuna: by doing several jobs. As he was a hard-working student, he got a
UNIVETSILY wovveiieieiieveeenee and became a well-known, caring and humanistic .................

3. For each of the following statements, pick out one detail from the text showing that it is
iaise. (3 marks) |

a- Alfredo obeyed his father and did the same job.(parl)

.................................................................................................................................................................

b- Alfredo never doubted his capacity to make it to the top. (par3)
c- Alfredo believes that his higher education has enabled him to care for his patients . (par4)

4.Find words or expressions in the text meaning the same as : (2 marks)
a. to earn just enough money to be able to buy the things you need (par. 2) iveeeveeeeeee oo
b. taking care to do things carefully and correctly (par. 4) :..................

3. Circle the 2 adjectives that best describe Alfredo. (2 marks)
e

| naughty/ ambitious/ regretful/ outstanding/ anxious

6. What do the following underlined words in the text refer to ? (2 marks)
a t(par. 3)refersto .oooveiiiinii e
b. them (par. 4) 1efers 10 w.ivimumaismni

7. Give a perscnal justified answer to the following question. (1 mark)

If you were Alfredo’s father, would you be proud of him ? Why or why not ?
It 1 were Alfredo’s Tather, i oreeresrenerrsesnsnsn
because

..............................................................................................................................................
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II-WRITING ( 15 marks)
1. Use the notes below to write a short biography of Arthur Miller (5 marks)

Birth New York/ USA/ October 17, 1915

Studies Degree / University / Michigan/ N
Occupation Play writer / novelist

Achievements and awards -Novel : Focus( 1945)

- Award for his play : 4/l my sons (1947)

-Pulitzer Prize for his play : Death of a salesman (1949)

Marriage Married /Marilyn Monroe/1956

Death 2005/ Connecticut / Heart failure

2. Mary, an advice columnist in a weekly magazine, reccived the following letter :

Dear Mary,

I have recently discovered that my closest friend -whom I have always trusted- is unreliable and

dishonest; telling lies about me and revealing my secrets. I feel desperate and I’ve lost faith in

all people. I don’t know what has happened to moral values. What can I do ? I need your helpful
advice.

Samantha

Write Mary’s 12-line reply. (10 marks)

o

DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME OR SIGN THE ARTICLE

Dear Samantha,

............................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................
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1HI- LANGUAGE (10 MARKS)
1. Fill in the blanks with 7 words from the box. (3.5 marks)

L N range / up/ brains /visual /despite/ claim /preserve /through /instead

lext messages, e-mails and using computers to learn could prevent children’s vocabulary from
developing, experts fear. That is because our .............oocooioe.... are set to learn new words when
we hear others use them in everyday conversation. But learning with smart phones, tablets and
COMPULErS, ....oovvviniinnniinnnn.. of listening to a teacher or parent, means young people are not
being given the chance to hear a wide .......... T afwords. They . cuansinevivaiin the
oral tradition of passing on knowledge is being eroded, with both aduits and children spending too
much time looking at screens. An expert from King’s College, London, said : “We have less time to
talk to each other and our children are taught ......................... devices. They have access to the
Internet, iPhones, mobile phones and tablet computers. Theseare ...................... ... rather than

auditory, so it is likely they willend......................... with a lower average number of words than
previous generations”.

Z. Circle the right alternative. (3 marks) ’

Dale was vacationing in France with his wife Sue when he was suddenly stricken with appendicitis.
Their hotel (has arranged/ was arranging/ arranged) to get Dale to a hospital, where he had a
successful (emergency/ surgery/ nursery). Sue, (hewever/ though / despite), faced problems with
the extra issues that arose out of Dale’s misfortune. Their American (insurance-health/ healthy
insurance / health-insurance) policy was not acceptable as { payment/ credit/ debt) in a French

hospital . Furthermore, the delay due (of / from / te) Dale’s illness meant they were not able to use
their non-refundable airline tickets to fly home.

3. Supply the right tense or form of the bracketed words. (3.5 marks)

Every child living in the United States has the right to a free education. This, (history)
..................... . has been true whether or not the child is a legal (reside) ........................ or
English is her native language. In most states, the right to a free education continues through high
school and until the student (reach) ......... R . the age of 21. Perhaps surprisingly. the
right to be educated is not established by the Constitution. It (evoive) ........................ overtime
as a matter of state law, (support)........................ by taxpayer dollars. In turn, all parents have a
(responsible) .................... to make sure their children attend school. (Attend)
........................ is compulsory until the age of 16, 17. or 18, depending on the state’s law.
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